LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF          [April

I strongly advised L. G. to see some of the French journ-
alists and give them interviews, which he has done with good
results. This evening I saw L. G. in order to procure inform-
ation for the usual daily statement to the Press. Found him
reclining on the sofa.

L. G. : Well, we have made great progress. We have
settled practically all outstanding questions with the exception
of that relating to breaches of the Laws of War. We shall
begin next week to draft the Peace Treaty. I will make a state-
ment to the Press for publication on Monday evening. I shall
have something interesting to say.

R. : Will the peace terms be published before they are
discussed with the Germans ?

L. G. : No, certainly not ! They will be handed to the
Germans when they come to Versailles. If the terms were
published beforehand, the position of the German Govern-
ment would be made impossible. The terms might lead to
revolution. We shall be very strict about any infraction of this
arrangement, and shall punish any paper that publishes the
terms before we make them public.

R. : You will have to make that clear beforehand. Are you
going to make a statement in the House of Commons before
you meet the Germans ?

L. G. : I am not sure that I am. In any case, I shall not
state the terms. What do you think of the disgraceful attacks
upon me in The Times and Daily Mail! They call me a
pro-German. That is a libel. I have a good mind to bring
an action. I shall certainly say in public what I think about
NorthclifTe,

R, : I should not bring any action. You are accustomed
to say bitter things yourself.

L. G. : I should like to ask him (N.) this question, " By
whom would you replace me ? Bonar Law and Balfour both
agree with me, so they would be equally objectionable."

R. : He is quite entitled to criticise the Conference for
delay or silence or for the policy they are adopting regarding
any subject, but^any person who breaks up the Conference
will assume a serious responsibility,

L. G. : That is quite true. [But I doubt whether he meant
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